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Understanding The Spirit of  Inquiry (Research)

Source: English Journal, Volume 105, Number 2

Through research,  students either demonstrate or create knowledge.

Demonstrating Knowledge: A given claim or topic is researched and reported.

Creating Knowledge: “Making disciplined inquiries into those things we need to know, but do not know 
yet (Appadurai, p. 167).

• Research questions are geographical and narrative; “research questions become a kind of  North Star” 
for students (Stancliff and Goggin, p. 29)

• Research may include a reflective, narrative-based component [which] deepens students’ appreciation 
of  academic challenges…integrating what they learn with what they already know (Stancliff and 
Goggin, p. 30)

• Through research, students enter an ongoing conversation to which they can contribute (Stancliff and 
Goggin, p. 31). This conversation creates a reflective experience for the student; research creates a 
relationship between the researcher and work(s) under consideration.



The Spirit of  Inquiry in the English Classroom

• Students are asked to demonstrate knowledge as a tool for providing 

social, cultural and thematic contexts for literature selections. 

• Students are asked to create knowledge using primary sources (works read 

in class) and secondary sources (research material from libraries, databases, 

etc.) to develop a thesis; they enter an academic conversation through the 

thesis they create and defend. 

• Students generate both presentational and written pieces to demonstrate or 

create knowledge. 



The Spirit of  Inquiry: A Gallery Walk

Do not go where the path may lead; go instead where there is no path and leave a trail

-Ralph Waldo Emerson



The Spirit of  Inquiry…

Begins with close consideration of  primary text….

• Students read primary text for overall understanding

• Selected texts are revisited: students read and re-read

• The use analytical, inquiry skills to examine diction, rhetorical devices, 

patterns and language suggesting major themes.

• They ‘mark up’ text as they inquire as to meaning, on both a micro and 

macro level.





Spirited Inquiry Continues With Exploring 

Secondary Research Material

Students log onto individual their account on the Manhasset website.

• They search the HS Media Center.

• They access elibrary and additional databases.

• They are able to filter, locate reputable sources,  format electronically.

• They may create an Annotated Bibliography and Works Cited, using Easy bib 

citation manager.



English 7: Inquiry and Literary Essay:

The Outsiders

Students identify the plight of  a main character (Ponyboy); they analyze the character’s 
dilemma, design an intervention, and show how their intervention will help the 
character.

• The literary essay uses three direct citations from the novel to support a thesis regarding 
Ponyboy’s plight.

• Students read the article, “Teen Gangstas” and use three facts or quotes to convince the 
reader that Ponyboy needs a “Happy Dream” intervention.

• Students research an article to show how their intervention will save the main character 
from a life of  violence.

• Students write a multi-paragraph essay/paper.



English 7: Inquiry and Writing

Diary of  a Young Girl and The Great Beings

Students explore character traits such as these are what make ordinary people 

stand out in extraordinary situations as “Great Beings.”  

• Students choose three Great Beings: 1) from Diary of  a Young Girl, 2) from research 

on the Holocaust, and 3) from contemporary history (present day).

• Students describe two exemplary character traits that these three people have in 

common, and explain how these character traits make each person a Great Being.

• Students use five sources (including Diary of  a Young Girl) to substantiate their 

premise regarding Anne Frank, a Holocaust figure, and a contemporary figure.



English 8: Inquiry and Presentation
Victorian Project: Alice in Wonderland and Dickens

Students research a variety of  aspects of  the culture of  Victorian 
England in order to gain a deeper understanding of  the literature 
read in class: Alice's Adventures In Wonderland, A Christmas Carol, 
and Great Expectations.
• Students create an original presentation to share their research with the 

class. Presentations can include: posters, computer presentations, videos, 
songs, models, etc..

• Students are required to hand in a Works Cited page with the project to 
demonstrate the thoroughness of  their research.



English 8: Inquiry and Literary Essay

Blake: Innocence and Experience Essay 

Using William Blake as a lens, the students are asked to 
examine how the journey of  Alice is similar to that of  an 
historical figure. 

• Students are asked to research a Great Being who shared a similar 
path to Alice’s. 

• The students are asked to utilize two outside sources along with 
textual evidence from the novel to support the thesis that Alice’s 
journey has been followed by others. 



English 8: Inquiry and Writing
The inquiry project involves an exploration of  the topic of  censorship.

Students construct an argument for or against their fourth quarter literature 
circle book being taught in middle school.  

• Students are asked to:

a. Craft a 3-5 page research paper supporting one side of  the argument

b. Utilize 3-5 print or electronic sources 

c. Employ e-notes to gather evidence 

d. Research using varied online data bases 

e. Construct an annotated bibliography.



English 9R: Inquiry and Presentation: 
A Separate Peace Background Research Projects

Students create a 5 to 7 minute presentation that includes both written and visual 

information. What impact did the topics have, if  any, on the students of  Devon? The 

visual piece is either a PowerPoint, Smart Board lesson or video lesson. 

Topics

• Life and Culture in a Boarding School

• The Home Front during World War II 

• Effective Propaganda during World War II

• Arts and Entertainment as influenced by World War II (sports, movies/theatre, literature, 

fine arts)         



English 9R: Inquiry and Writing

Mythology Research Paper

Students defend the significance of  a particular figure in the pantheon of  Greek 
mythology by including biographical information and citing at least one mythological 
story in which that figure plays a role demonstrating its importance.

• Students develop an argument, in alignment with Common Core Standards.

• Quoting directly from or paraphrasing sources, students write about the role(s) their chosen 
figure plays in Greek literature, specifically The Iliad and The Odyssey. 

• Using evidence, they defend their figure: why was this individual important to the Greek 
belief  system?

• An extension activity invites students to have their god return to the contemporary world 
and have their figure create a product or service to establish their relevance. 



English 9H: Inquiry and Presentation

The Canterbury Tales

The assignment is to thoroughly research the topic and create a Power Point 
presentation in which students present all the pertinent information related to a 
given topic :

• Slides with bulleted facts (complete sentences) and at least one relevant picture

• Source slide (documentation)

Slide information must include:

• Biographical or background information

• Historical importance or significance

• Relevance of  the character or location to The Canterbury Tales



English 9H: Inquiry and Writing

The Mini Novelists  of  the World Paper

Students craft a literary research paper which includes an original thesis, discusses author’s 
use of  literary strategies to elucidate rhetorical purpose, and uses secondary sources 
(literary criticisms) to support your ideas. 

• Step 1. Choose top three novels from the list and find one literary criticism for each novel. 

• Step 2. Read assigned novel (it will be one of  the three choices). 

• Step 3. Create a thesis. 

The thesis should include the author’s name, the name of  the novel, the rhetorical 
purpose, and the devices selected that communicate the author’s rhetorical purpose. 

• Step 4. Craft the research paper. 

• Step 5. Create an Annotated Bibliography 



English 10R Inquiry and Presentation:

The Crucible

This is a group project; each group is assigned one of  the following 
topics, which they present to the class prior to reading the play:

• The Puritans

• Massachusetts Bay Colony

• Witchcraft and Its Origin

• Senator Joseph R. McCarthy and the McCarthy Hearings

• Biographical Information on Arthur Miller



English 10R: Inquiry and Writing: 

Contemporary Poets and Their Work 

Students choose a contemporary poet or songwriter and they research 

background information regarding motivation for the poet’s writing.

• They select two works by the poet or songwriter and explain how the work 

reflects the poet’s perspective in the modern world.

• They write a research paper taking a perspective on the poet’s relevance and 

contribution to contemporary society.



English 10H: Inquiry and Presentation

Frankenstein

Students closely read the novel; they maintain an organizer and keep track of  a theme 
while reading the novel. They create a presentation, in groups, to the class.

• Destiny, Fate, Choice, Chance, Influence

• Blame and Responsibility

• Emotional scenes, Emotion v. Reason

• Imagination and Dreams

• Benevolence and Malevolence, Neglect, Solitude

• The Thirst for Knowledge, “Ignorance is Bliss”

• The Role of  Nature

• Foil Characters, “Double Existences,” Alter-egos, Doppelgangers

• Characters and Actions may not be completely realistic
•



English 10H: Inquiry and Writing:

Poets and their Milieu

Students research a poet in the overall context of  the poet’s artistic 

movement (e.g. American Romantic, Gothic, Modern)

• Students research and identify the artistic movement or period.

• Students research history/ background/ biographical influences on the 

selected poet.

• Students choose two or three poems to analyze with respect to the artistic 

movement.



English 10H: Inquiry and Writing 

Poets and their Milieu

Students research literary criticism specific to the poems; these critics 

examine the poem as representative of  the artistic milieu in which they 

were written

• Students write a conclusion tying the poems to the poet’s artistry.

• Sources: two for the social milieu and two for the poems.

• Students work in groups based on common milieu; they present to the class. 



English 11R: Inquiry for Writing and 

Presentation

The purpose of  this unit is to embed research into the 11th grade 

curriculum by having students conduct research, write an effective 

research paper, and illustrate their findings via presentations.

• Students must determine a proper question about a social, political, or 

economic issue that evokes their curiosity and passion. 

• Students are required to identify and employ information from print and 

non-print sources to write a well developed argument that clearly establishes 

three evidence-based claims and distinguishes them from an opposing claim. 



English 11R: Inquiry for Writing and 

Presentation

• Additionally, students create a prototype of  a self  designed invention, 

promote a service that would lead to change, or describe a push for social 

reform. 

• They pitch their real world solutions to a panel of  “shark” investors. Overall, 

each student will demonstrate a command of  evidence, coherence and 

organization, and a control of  conventions in both the research paper and 

presentation. 



A.P Language 11: Inquiry and Writing

The Persuasive Essay

Students write a formal paper in which they take a position on a 
controversial issue facing American society. 

• Craft:  Students develop a thesis; they take a position on the issue and use 
evidence to persuade the reader.

• Persuade: Students convince the reader by citing at least three 
authorities/sources (print and on-line).

• Develop:  Students createa ‘call to action’ to suggest a solution to the 
controversy.



A.P Language 11: Inquiry and Presentation 

Students read non-fiction text as Independent Reading. They create a 
PowerPoint presentation including one slide per each element listed below:  

• Write a brief  plot summary.

• Choose two characters from the book.  For each of  the characters, list two traits, a 
brief  explanation of  each trait, and one quote per trait.

• Find two major themes found in the book.  Explain how each theme applies and list 
a textual example of  each theme.

• Find three rhetorical devices in the text.  Identify each device and provide a quote 
which exemplifies the device.



Senior English Studies: 
Stand Up and Be Counted, based on Antigone

Students research an individual who has “stood” for something that benefited 
society.  Using research, students understand the person’s psyche to 
hypothesize why the individual was motivated and what the individual 
sacrificed to improve our lives today directly or indirectly.

Requirements:

• Research- 3 electronic sources and 1 hard text  or 6 reputable electronic sources 
with at least 1 scholarly journal 

• Note cards- 4x6 index cards *These cards are used for presentation

• Bibliography cards 3x5 index cards (minimum of  6,  one for each source) 



Senior English Studies: Antigone
Stand Up and Be Counted

Students present findings to the class “in character” in the “voice” and perspective of  the person 
researched. A visual of  individual is required with a quote or statement indicative of  what he or 
she stands for. 

Essay- written from the perspective of  the researched person.  This creative paper addresses the 
following questions:

• What is your ultimate goal and why is it noble?

• What risks did you face?  Why was it necessary? Was it worth it?

• What steps are you taking or did you take to get where you are now?

• What was the “moral dilemma?”

• How do you propose to improve the world?  



Senior English Studies: Inquiry, Writing and 

Presentation

Students select a career path to research and develop a report

• This final 4-week culminating research project requires students to:

• Read 2 nonfiction novels; annotate 2-4 scholarly journals; analyze data

• Predict trends; synthesize charts; interview a person 

• Write a research paper

• Create a Power Point presentation

• Speak fluently in front of  an audience



Senior English Studies: Final Project

The writing involved in this project includes:

• Individual papers on each biography: significant passages; unexpected 
information; personal benefits 

• Interview questions and the completed interview

• Scholarly journals annotated –information placed on notecards to be incorporated 
in the research paper  

• Bibliography cards- organized to be finalized with an annotated bibliography MLA 
style

• Power Point Presentation 



A.P. Literature: The NOW Project

Over the course of  this year, students write a major paper that combines 

literary analysis with research. 

• Students read and analyze two novels by a reputable author. Based on 

reading, they select a topic seen as important in the work of  this particular 

writer, and ultimately come to a thesis, which is the focus of  your paper. The 

two novels chosen are the primary sources of  the paper.



A.P. Literature: The NOW Project

• In addition to reading and analysis of  the novels, students are required to use 

a number of  secondary sources, particularly, literary criticisms, the writings 

of  various critics who themselves have analyzed the works. They use these 

commentaries to support a thesis regarding their selected author.

• The project is done in several stages over the course of  the year. Students 

write two individual papers, one for each of  the two novels chosen, and one 

final paper, in which ideas from all papers are incorporated. 



Creative Writing
Students work on an inquiry based project called “Free Verse Author Studies”

• In groups, students select or are assigned a poet who writes in Free Verse.

• Students research at least three different poems written by the author.

• Students include biographical or historical information.

• Students create a Power Point to present to the class.

• Power Points become learning tools to introduce students to a variety of  different poems and poets 

more independently than if  the teacher were giving away all the information.  

• Students are then asked to reflect on what they learned, not only about their poet, but also fluidity and 

constraints of  free verse poetry.



Advanced Creative Writing

The assignment is titled “Who is America’s first poet? Emily Dickinson vs. 

Walt Whitman”

• Students are put on either a Dickinson or Whitman team.

• Each team has three days to research critical analysis, biographical, and historical 

information on their poet.

• Students must read a variety of  the poets’ works.

• On the day of  the debate, students must politely argue which poet best represents 

new American “voice” in poetry.



Speech & Debate
Lincoln-Douglas Debates

• A topic is provided for students. For example—Resolved: Too much attention is placed on Athletics. 

• Students must research, using credible sources, BOTH sides of  the argument. They do not know 

what side they will argue until the day of  the argument. 

• They must also be able to cross-examine and provide rebuttals for both side of  the argument

• Students work in groups, and on the day of  the speech, a coin toss chooses the affirmative or 

negative side they will argue.

• They  must use their information gathered from research and their own logic to argue their points. 

• Students participate in the debate and take on different roles during the debate.

• Combinations of  delivery, preparation, following the rules and intensive research are how they 

students are graded on the day of  their performance. 



Film Study: Inquiry, Viewing and Presentation

Students take the concepts learned and the skills practiced, and apply these ideas 

and skills to their own personal film viewing experiences.  

• Students actively watch three films of their choice.  These films must be connected by 

director, theme, or genre.  

• Students take notes on each film. After the three films have been viewed, and the 

papers have been written, you  students consider what these films have in common.

• They then write one Final Analysis Paper which presents observations about either the 

director’s style and technique, or how a particular theme is handled by the film 

industry, or the unique foundations and characteristics of a certain genre.

• This Final Analysis Paper will be presented to the class.



Journalism: Inquiry and Publication

In a small-group format, students create their own news publication featuring news, 
feature, entertainment, sports, obituary and op-ed articles as well as 
headlines/captions, graphics and artwork. 

• Students will assign such roles as managing editor, copy editor, writers, and graphic artist. 

• Each group member will write at least ONE article. 

• Students will follow a simplified version of  the editorial workflow process to create their 
publication. 

• Students will use Adobe InDesign to create a visually appealing layout for their publication. 

• Students will be assigned both a group grade and an individual grade for their project 



The Spirit of  Inquiry: Concluding Thoughts

The Spirit of  Inquiry takes students beyond the work of  research and documentation; 
it asks them to demonstrate and also create knowledge.

• Inquiry which results in presentation reinforces the value of  context while reading 
literature and provides students an opportunity to hone speaking skills.

• Inquiry which results in a written assessment may blend literary analysis with 
research or have students create knowledge through their relationship with a given 
text.

• Ultimately, all inquiry is about analysis, thought and discovery, using academic 
protocols to create new knowledge. This is akin to the insights of  a poem…



Winter Trees

WILLIAM CARLOS WILLIAMS

All the complicated details

of  the attiring and

the disattiring are completed!

A liquid moon

moves gently among

the long branches.

Thus having prepared their buds

against a sure winter

the wise trees

stand sleeping in the cold.

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/william-carlos-williams

